MEDICARE
MADE SIMPLE

Top 20 Questions & Answers
for First-Time Enrollees




When should I sign up for Medicare?
Most people get a 7-month Initial Enrollment Period (IEP): starts 3 months before the month you turn

65, includes your birthday month, and ends 3 months after. Missing this window can lead to penalties
and coverage delays.

How do | sign up—and am | ever enrolled automatically?

If you're already receiving Social Security before 65, you're automatically enrolled in Parts A & B.
Otherwise, enroll through Social Security (online, phone, or in person).

What are the 'Parts' of Medicare?

Part A — Hospital; Part B — Medical; Part C (Medicare Advantage) — Private plans combining A & B,
often with Part D; Part D — Prescription drugs.

What do Parts A & B actually cover?

Part A: inpatient hospital, skilled nursing facility (after hospital stay), hospice, limited home health.
Part B: doctor visits, outpatient care, preventive services, lab tests, durable medical equipment.

What does Original Medicare not cover?

Routine dental, routine vision, and hearing services. Some Medicare Advantage plans may include
these.

How much does Medicare cost in 2025?

Part B: $185/month premium, $257 deductible. Part A: free for most, otherwise $285-$518/month.
Part A inpatient deductible: $1,676 per benefit period.

I'm still working at 65—do | need to enroll?

If you or your spouse have active employer coverage, you may delay Part B without penalty. Rules
differ for small vs. large employers—always check.

How does COBRA work with Medicare?



COBRA does not extend your time to enroll in Part B. Waiting until COBRA ends may cause penalties
and coverage gaps.

Can | keep contributing to my HSA if | sign up for Medicare?

No. Once enrolled in Medicare, you can’t contribute, but you can still use existing HSA funds for
medical expenses.

Original Medicare vs. Medicare Advantage—what’s the difference?

Original: any provider that accepts Medicare, no out-of-pocket cap. Advantage: private networks,
includes drug coverage/extras, has annual OOP maximum.

Do | need a Part D plan—and what if | delay?

Without creditable drug coverage, delaying Part D leads to a permanent late-enrollment penalty
added to your premium.

Is there an out-of-pocket maximum?

Original Medicare: none. Advantage plans: each has an annual maximum limit.

What’'s new for Part D in 2025?

Annual out-of-pocket costs capped at $2,000. Option to spread drug costs across the year with a
Prescription Payment Plan.

When can | change my Medicare coverage?

Annual Enrollment: Oct 15 — Dec 7. Medicare Advantage Open Enroliment: Jan 1 — Mar 31.

When can | buy a Medigap (Supplement) policy?

Best time: 6-month Medigap Open Enroliment Period (starts the month you're 65+ and have Part B).
After that, underwriting may apply.

What do Medigap plans cover?
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Medigap helps pay deductibles, copays, and coinsurance. Standardized plans A—N. Must have Parts
A & B to buy one.

Can my spouse be on my Medicare plan?

No. Medicare is individual coverage, though one spouse’s work record may help the other get
premium-free Part A.

Does Medicare cover me outside the U.S.?

Coverage is very limited. Some Medigap plans include emergency foreign travel; Advantage plans
vary.

How do | find doctors, hospitals, and compare quality?

Use Medicare’s Care Compare tool to search providers and see star ratings for hospitals, nursing
homes, and more.

What if | have limited income—can | get help with costs?

Yes. Extra Help lowers drug costs, and Medicare Savings Programs can assist with premiums,
deductibles, and copays.
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Your Next Steps with Medicare

Understanding Medicare can feel overwhelming,

but you don’t have to go through it alone.
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Serving Ohio Families with Medicare Expertise for Over 36 Years



